 Centre for Community Development

International Conference on Widows:
Challenges and Prospects in Uplifting War Widows in 
Sri Lanka

Sunday, 21 July 2013

Khalili Lecture Theatre, School of Oriental and African Studies, Thornhaugh Street,  Russell Square, London WC1H 0XG
Conference Programme
10.00am 


Registration
 10.15am 


Welcome and Introduction




V R Ramanathan, Chair Centre for Community Development

10.20– 12-50 

 
Chaired by – Ramani Chelliah, TWDF
10.20am 


Introduction by Chair

10.25am 
Widowhood: Sri Lanka’s Neglected Human Rights and Humanitarian Issue, Rajani Iqbal, CCD War Widows Project-Coordinator
10.45am 


Perspectives from Batticoloa, Mrs Rathy Batticaloa, Director,
 

Kaviya Women Development Centre, Sri Lanka 
11.05am 
Current situation in the Northern Sri Lanka,  Ms Shanthi Satchithanandam, Chair person at Viluthu, 

11.25am


Summary interpretation by Dr Shanthy Parameswaran
11.30am


Refreshment Break
11.45am
Challenges and obstacles for widow training programmes, Mr Shanmugam Senthurajah, Director, ZOND, Sri Lanka 
12.05
Cooperative approaches in Sri Lanka, Mr Iqbal Executive Committee Member of the CSNHA, Netherlands and the former Assistant Commissioner of Co-operative Development  in the Districts of Mannar, Jaffna and Colombo

12.25


Summary interpretation by Dr Shanthy Parameswaran
12 35  


Q & A
12.50pm – 13.30 
Session Two: Some international perspectives
Chaired by  – Fred Carver, Campaign Director, 

The Sri Lanka Campaign for Peace and Justice

12.50pm 


Introduction 
12.55pm 
Country Africa – (Congo) - Victoria Dove Dimandja, Congolese Human Right Campaigner, Congolese Women's Group/It Must Stop Campaign
13.10pm 
Country - Middle east (Iraq) -Dr Nabeel Al-Ramadhani, Director of Human Relief Foundation

13.15pm


Summary Interpretation by Verni Vignarajah
13.20 -13.30pm  

Q & A
13.30 -14.15 

Lunch 

14.15-15.40 

 
Session Three: Donor Experience in Supporting projects: 
Chaired by  – Sri Kanthan, SCOT
14.15pm


Introduction

14.25pm


Serendip Representative – Ms Trisha Selvaratnam
14.40pm


Ahilan Foundation Representative – Mr Gopal
14.55pm


SCOT Representative – Mr Paramanathan
15.10pm


Nesakkaram (Germany) Representative – Ms Shanthy Ramesh
15.25pm


Summary Interpretation by Verni Vignarajah
15.35pm


Q & A
1545 – 1600 

Refreshment Break

16.00 – 17.45  

Session Four: Action at the UN level: 
Chaired by Yvonne Terlingen,  Formerly Amnesty International's Representative at the UN in New York. 
16.00pm


Introduction

16.10pm
How working at the UN level can help widows at the grass roots,  Maggie Beirne, Formerly of Amnesty International and the Committee on the Administration of Justice (CAJ).
16.30pm
The need for a widow’s charter to promote the status of widows and protect them from discrimination,  Margaret Owen, President of Widows for Peace through Democracy
16.50pm


Way Forward:  Discussion & Chair’s conclusion
17. 30pm


Summary interpretation by Gananathan
17.45pm 


Vote of Thanks (by Vanajah Srinivasan) & Networking
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Location Map
Travelling to the venue:

http://www.tfl.gov.uk/
